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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

COMPUTER SYSTEM WITH SELECTIVELY AVAILABLE IMMUTABLE 

BOOT BLOCK CODE 

A computer system contains selectively available boot block codes. A first boot 
block is of the conventional type and is stored in storage media such as flash ROM on 
a system planar with the processor of the computer system. A second boot block is 
located on a feature card and contains an immutable security code in compliance with 
the Trusted Computing Platform Alliance (TCPA) specification. The boot block on the 
feature card is enabled if the first boot block detects the presence of the feature card. The 
computer system can be readily modified as the computer system is reconfigured, while 
maintaining compliance with the TCPA specification. A switching mechanism controls 
which of the boot blocks is to be activated. The feature card is disabled in the event of 
a computer system reset to prevent access to the TCPA compliant code and function. 


